Ethical Competencies for Arkansas Educators

This document outlines a structured set of ethical competencies for educators, synthesized
from national and state frameworks including the Arkansas Code of Ethics for Educators, the
InTASC Model Core Teaching Standards, CAEP expectations, and the NASDTEC Model Code
of Ethics for Educators. These competencies may be used for curriculum design, candidate
assessment, or program accreditation.

Core Ethical Competency Domains and Indicators

Domain 1. Professional Integrity and Honesty

1.1- Demonstrates honesty, integrity, and fairness in all professional interactions.

1.2- Maintains truthfulness in communication with students, families, colleagues, and the
public.

Domain 2. Confidentiality and Privacy

2.1- Maintains confidentiality of student records and sensitive information under FERPA
and other legal standards.

2.2- Protects the privacy of students and families in all formats, including digital
communications.

Domain 3. Respect for Students

3.1- Treats all students with dignity and respect, regardless of background, ability, or
identity.

3.2- Promotes an safe and supportive learning environment.

Domain 4. Duty of Care and Student Welfare

4.1- Acts in the best interest of students, including reporting suspected abuse or neglect
promptly and appropriately.

4.2- Creates safe and healthy learning environments that promote student well-being.

Domain 5. Ethical Use of Assessment and Instructional Practices
5.1- Uses assessment data honestly and ethically to inform instruction and decision-making.
5.2- Grades and evaluates students fairly and transparently.

Domain 6. Reflective Practice and Professional Growth
6.1- Engages in ongoing reflection and self-assessment to enhance ethical decision-making.
6.2- Seeks feedback and engages in professional learning to strengthen ethical competence.

Domain 7. Professional Boundaries and Relationships
7.1- Maintains appropriate professional boundaries with students, families, and colleagues.
7.2- Avoids conflicts of interest and refrains from favoritism or exploitation.



Domain 8. Legal Compliance and Policy Adherence
8.1- Understands and complies with relevant local, state, and federal laws governing
educator conduct.

a. Arkansas Department of Education Division of Elementary and Secondary Education
Rules Governing the Code of Ethics for Arkansas Educators
b. Code of Ethics for Arkansas Educators Allegations Packet

8.2- Follows institutional and district policies related to professional ethics and
responsibilities.

Domain 9. Ethical Use of Technology

9.1- Uses technology responsibly, respecting intellectual property, data privacy, and student
safety.

9.2- Models appropriate digital citizenship for students.

Domain 10. Collaboration and Professional Responsibility

10.1- Collaborates respectfully with colleagues, families, and community members to
support student learning.

10.2- Demonstrates a commitment to the broader goals of the profession and acts as a
responsible member of the school community.


https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/CODE_OF_ETHICS_Clean_Legal_EEF.pdf
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/CODE_OF_ETHICS_Clean_Legal_EEF.pdf
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/PLSB_Allegation_Form_8_2024_EEF.pdf
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