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Questions and Answers (Q&A)

Housekeeping



Impact on 
ESSA



ESSA School Index for ESSA and School Recognition

Previous ESSA Score Breakdown

Indicator Weight Key Components

Weighted 
Achievement 

Indicator
35%

ELA Assessment Results 
(17.5%)
Math Assessment Results 
(17.5%)

Growth Indicator: 
Content & 

English Language 
Proficiency 

35%

Content (ELA & math) 
combined proportionally 
with English Language 
Proficiency (ELP) to yield the 
value-added scores. 

School Quality & 
Student Success 
(SQSS) Indicator

15%
11 components for High 
Schools 

Graduation Rate 15%

4-year cohort graduation 
rate (10%)
5-year cohort graduation 
rate (5%)

Proposed Future ESSA Score Breakdown

Indicator Key Components

Achievement
ELA, math and science assessment 
results 

Growth

(with adjusted 
scaling* to ensure 

adequate impact on 
overall scores) 

Content (ELA, math & science) 
combined proportionally with English 
Language Proficiency (ELP) to yield the 
value-added scores.

Readiness

Measures students graduating on time 
and earning distinctions that prepare 
them for life after high school – Index 
outlined in following slides.



Graduation 
Cohorts



What is a cohort and adjusted cohort?

The Graduation Cohort includes students who enter grade 9 for the first 

time, adjusted by adding students who transfer in and subtracting those 

who transfer out, emigrate to another country, enrolled in homeschool, 

enrolled in private school, or passed away during the four-year period.



4-Year Cohort

Calculation (Graduation Rate) Cohort Years

                    56 + 10 - 6 = 60

2023-2024 = 12th Grade

2022-2023 = 11th Grade

2021-2022 = 10th Grade

2020-2021 = 9th Grade

The four-year ACGR measures the percentage of students, including those with alternate diplomas, graduating in four years.



5-Year Cohort

Calculation (Graduation Rate) Cohort Years

 # actual graduates in 4 years + # actual 
graduates in 5th year

____________________________________
# initial cohort + # transfers in - # of students 

who transfer out of cohort

                  

2023-2024 = 5th Year Graduation

2022-2023 = 12th Grade

2021-2022 = 11th Grade

2020-2021 = 10th Grade

2019-2020 = 9th Grade

A 5-year ACGR measures the percentage of students who graduate high school within five years.



How to Improve 
My Graduation 

Rate



How can my school improve its graduation rate?
Ensure proper grade placement based on credits.

Arkansas Graduation Requirements

DESE recommends students complete the following on-time credits each academic year:

● Grade 9 5.5 credits

● Grade 10 11 credits

● Grade 11 16.5 credits

● Grade 12 22 credits

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/AR-Graduation-Requirements-2-11-22_20220211113648.pdf


Types of 
Corrections



Types of Corrections

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18EMJkbBcn2b3x3kc7bk_fcmWhP30XlCgHw6sTvm7rP0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18EMJkbBcn2b3x3kc7bk_fcmWhP30XlCgHw6sTvm7rP0/edit?usp=sharing


Students that can be removed from a Cohort
Coding in eSchool and SIS

1. Correct eSchool codes must be used when 

dropping students. 

2. eSchool entry/withdrawal screens are 

essential when verifying a student’s 

enrollment status. (eSchool provides certified 

data)  

3. eSchool entry/withdrawal codes are needed 

to document student transfers.

4. The following chart shows the eSchool and SIS 

codes to remove an on-time student from a 

cohort.



Students that MUST REMAIN in the Cohort

Reasons that an on-time student can’t be 
removed from a cohort

eSchool Code Transfer Reason SIS Code

015 GED 11

020 Incarcerated 2

050 Expelled 5

110 Lack of Attendance 14

150 Job Corps 14

Common Errors

● Trying to remove students who have 

repeated a grade.

● Homeschool paperwork that 

identifies the curriculum as GED. 

A.C.A. § 6-15-1402 vs. Federal 

Guidance

● Attempting to remove students who 

are incarcerated for any length of 

time and not committed to a DYS 

facility.

https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/684M-VP60-R03M-K22Y-00008-00?cite=A.C.A.%20%C2%A7%206-15-1402&context=1000516


Troubleshootin
g Corrections



Corrections

● A transfer into a cohort happens when a student enrolls any 
time after the beginning of the cohort's first year through 12th 
grade.

● A transfer out of a cohort happens when an on-time student 
withdraws from a high school and enrolls in another high school 
or educational program that meets Arkansas Graduation 
Requirements or the Alternate Pathway to Graduation.

On-Time Transfers

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/learning-services/curriculum-support/arkansas-graduation-requirements
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/learning-services/curriculum-support/arkansas-graduation-requirements


Corrections

A state may not count as a transfer a student who is: 

● retained in grade (Not On-Time), 

● enrolls in a general equivalency diploma (GED) program, or 

● leaves high school for any other reason in the four-year or extended-year 
graduation rate; such students must remain in the adjusted cohort.  

(ESEA section 8101(23)(C) and (25)(C); 34 C.F.R. § 200.34(b)(2)-(3)). Non-Regulatory Guidance, B-3

Not On-Time Transfers

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/20201215103932_Grad_Rate_Guidance_4_11_18%20(1).pdf


Corrections

Denial Reason

Lack of 
Attendance/Dropout The student did not enroll in another institution that meets the Arkansas 

Graduation Requirements. 
GED

Retained The student remains in the last cohort where they were on track, based on 
whether their grade matches the expected grade level.

Graduating on IEP Goals Students graduating based on IEP goals rather than Arkansas Graduation 
Requirements cannot count as graduates but are included in the cohort.

Previous Year's Top Denials



Tracking 
Graduates 

Through SIS Cycle 
Reports 2-7Examples of Cycle Reporting

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KKo3OzyNoaAKSsY1S7V0WzLI1PVFhXHFLMPqihtysXE/edit?usp=sharing


Alternate 
Pathway to 
Graduation



Alternate Pathway to Graduation

● Students should have one of the most significant cognitive 
disability (1%), and

● Students must have met the criteria for and participated in the 
alternate assessment (DLM) in the ninth (9th) and tenth (10th) 
grades or had a recent health change that meets eligibility 
requirements.

Who is eligible to participate?



Alternate Pathway to Graduation

1. eSchool Coding

a. Alternate Pathway Field on the SIS/Misc Items Field table must be marked “Y”

2. SIS data field student table

a. ST0415 Alternate pathway for graduation (Y or N) - Indicates a high school (Grade 
9-12) student with a significant cognitive disability who qualifies for the Alternate 
Assessment is participating in the alternate pathway to graduation. (Cycles 2-7)

3. Assessment Data Tables

a. Grades 9 and 10: The Alternate Pathway to Graduation is reserved for eligible 
students who participate in the DLM alternate assessment in these grades. 

b. Grades 11 and 12: The Alternate Pathway to Graduation is reserved for eligible 
students who participated in the DLM alternate assessment in grades 9 and 10. If a 
student enrolls in Grades 11 or 12 from another state they must have been eligible 
for the alternate assessment in their prior school. (eSchool entry code S - From Out 
of State/SIS Code ST0110 Entry Code E2 = Transfer from out of state, Cycles 2-7). 
Eligibility will be verified through DESE OSE.

Future Planning - Coding for ‘Holding’



Alternate Pathway to Graduation

Did the student…



Alternate Pathway to Graduation

Documentation



Corrections 
Practice



Corrections Practice

A student started 9th grade during the 2019-20 school year. 
The student graduated a year early during the 2021-22 school 
year. Which cohort year does the student belong to?

Question #1

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoibXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2UiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbIjIwMjEiLCIyMDIyIiwiMjAyMyJdfQ==pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTEzODUwOTI3ODM1Mzk5MTk3MjAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFuRkNiZDhZbFp4Nk40aUhjVDIyU29yQVY4UmZxTnYwN3hxdXo4UUF3X1hjIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImcyODdhNThmMGY3NV8wXzEiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFuRkNiZDhZbFp4Nk40aUhjVDIyU29yQVY4UmZxTnYwN3hxdXo4UUF3X1hjLzNkZGQ0Y2Y2LWVjN2EtNGE4NC1hMGRkLTFlMWFmZDJhOGU0NyJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Corrections Practice

A student started 9th grade at Union High School. 

During that year, the student transferred across town to Midway High 
School and fell behind during the 10th grade year. 

The student later transferred to Curry High School in which the student 
brought their grades up and had enough credits to graduate on time.

Which school’s cohort does the student belong to? 

Question #2

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoibXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2UiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbIlVuaW9uIEhpZ2ggU2Nob29sIiwiQ3VycnkgSGlnaCBTY2hvb2wiLCJNaWR3YXkgSGlnaCBTY2hvb2wiXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTEzODUwOTI3ODM1Mzk5MTk3MjAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFuRkNiZDhZbFp4Nk40aUhjVDIyU29yQVY4UmZxTnYwN3hxdXo4UUF3X1hjIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImcyODdhNThmMGY3NV8wXzEiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjFuRkNiZDhZbFp4Nk40aUhjVDIyU29yQVY4UmZxTnYwN3hxdXo4UUF3X1hjLzZiZjkwNjE5LTE5MzQtNDE1My04ODIwLWY5MjIyZWUwMTFiYyJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Corrections Practice

A student on the Alternate Pathway to Graduation did not graduate 
by the end of the 2023-24 school year. The student continued on the 
Pathway and dropped out at the end of the 2025-2026 school year.  
Does the student belong in the 2026 cohort?

Question #3

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoibXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2UiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbIk5vIiwiWWVzIl19pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTEzODUwOTI3ODM1Mzk5MTk3MjAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFuRkNiZDhZbFp4Nk40aUhjVDIyU29yQVY4UmZxTnYwN3hxdXo4UUF3X1hjIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImcyODdhNThmMGY3NV8wXzE1IiwiY29udGVudEluc3RhbmNlSWQiOiIxbkZDYmQ4WWxaeDZONGlIY1QyMlNvckFWOFJmcU52MDd4cXV6OFFBd19YYy9mMWE0N2IxNi1kZGY3LTQ1ZDUtOGFjMy0yYTExYWZiNmFjYjQifQ==pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Navigating 
the ACGRS



https://eis.ade.arkansas.gov/acgrs/

Login using Triand User credentials.

Go to: 

https://eis.ade.arkansas.gov/acgrs/


System Key Features

Navigating ACGRS



ACGRS

Resources

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Offices - Public School Accountability - 
School Performance and Monitoring - Cohort Graduation Rates

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/public-school-accountability/school-performance-and-monitoring/cohort-graduation-rates
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/public-school-accountability/school-performance-and-monitoring/cohort-graduation-rates


ACGRS Corrections Window

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

November 2024



Communications
1. Contact us or schedule consultation appointment. 

2. Complete the ACGRS point-of-contact form. 


